
Whyashrinkinghumanpopulationisag00dthing

TheotherdaylwasaskedtodoaninterviewforaSouthKoreanradiostationabout

thedecIinin8－pOpuiation“crisis〝．

Thereinliestherub－thereisnocrisis．

WhilelthinktheinterviewwentweII（youcaniistentoithere），Ididn’thaveample

timetofleshoutmyarguments；I’vedecidedtoputthemdowninmoredetaiIhere．

ProbablythemostimportantaspectthatIdidn’tevengetachancetocoveristhat

giobaiiy，OureCOnOmicsystemisessentiaIIybrokenbecauseweareforcedtoexist

insideaparadigmthaterroneousIyassumesEarth’sresourcesareinfinite．Theyare

not，aSthegIobalecCloglCalfootprintcIearlyshows．

Toslowandperhapsevenreverseclimatechange，aSWeiiasmitigatetheextinction

Crisisunderway，WeareObIigedtoreduceconsumptionglobaliy．Shrinkinghuman

POPuIationswiIIcontributetothatgoai〈providedwesimultaneousIyreduceper－

CaPitaconsumption）．

Butthatargument，nOmatterhowdefensibIe，isst川notevenremotelyappreciated

bymostpeople．ItistheaimofonIyaminority，mOitofwhomhaveveryIi冊e

POliticalpowertoengenderchange．

Theoft－tOuted‘crisis‘ofageingpopulationsisfoundedontheerroneousnotionthat

itwi旧eadtoeconomiccrisesfortheaffectedcountries．indeed，COuntrieslikeSouth

KoreaandJapanhavedecliningpopuiations，Otherslikeitalyarestableandw紺be

decIiningsoon，andothersiikeAustraiiaareonlygrowingbecauseofnetimmigration．

Thereasonforthehyped－upPanicgeneraIIycomesdowntotheoverIysimplistic
‘dependencyratio‘，Whichhasseveraidifferentformsbutgenerallycomparesthe

numberofpeopleinthelabourforceagainstthosewhohaveretiredfromit．Theidea

hereisthatoncethenumberofpeoplenoIongerinthelabourforceexceedsthe

numberofthoseintheiabourforce，thelattercannoIongersupporttheentiretyof

theformer．


